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ORCHESTRAL
FESTIVAL

Schools taking part:

Atherley

Bitterne Park Junior
Bitterne Park Secondary
Glen Eyre Secondary Boys’
Glen Eyre Secondary Girls’
Grammar School for Girls
Highfield Junior

Itchen Grammar

Ludlow Junior Boys’
Ludlow Junior Girls’
Merry Oak Sécondary

CENTRAL HALL, SOUTHAMPTON.

Moorhill Secondary

Mount Pleasant Secondary Girls’
Redbridge Secondary

St. Anne’s Convent

St. Monica Junior

Tanner’s Brook Junior
Taunton’s

Thornhill Junior

Weston Park Secondary Girls’
Wimpson Junior

Woolston Secondary
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One of the most exciting musical developments of the past
decade has been the growth of instrumental music in primary and
secondary schools. This significant change has been brought about
by several factors, not least of these being the formation of the
National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain in January, 1947. There
are some, who recalling a nostalgic pocket of the memory claim
that “ music isn’t what it used to be!” This awakening, however,
bears favourable comparison with the past.

In the second Instrumental Festival to be organised by the
Southampton Schools’ Music Association, three orchestras con-
sisting of 270 pupils will be taking part—double the number of the
first concert in July, 1964. The effectiveness of this initiative must
as always depend on the partnership between the Education
Committee, teachers and parents. The aim is not to produce an
increased number of professional musicians, but rather fo provide
the opportunities for gaining experience and enjoying the thrill and
discipline of playing with others. The Junior Orchestra is the
foundation stone and those who have worked hard will eventually
become members of the Southampton Youth Orchestra.

It was the Renaissance humanists who believed that the
standard of civilisation attained by any nation might be justly esti-
mated by its care for the Arts in general and the place they held
in the minds of its people. By this criterion, the future of music
in this country is brighter than ever and this is only the beginning!
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